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Serial No. 10/613,165 
Amendment dated April 26 2005 
Reply to Office Action of March 22, 200> 

RFMARKS 

fr.bepaper, Appucanthasamendedclaims 6-10 and 13 and canceled claimsl4.15. 
Cairns .-13 Id 10-15 are pending. Reconsideration of .Ms applicadon, as amended, .a 
requested. 

Claim, 1-9 were indicated as allowed, data* 8 and 9 arc amended toproperly 
assembly. Claims 8 and 9 arc still allowable, in view of die amendments. 

CUim 10 has been amended to define tha, the wo items being vended have different 

"aim Uhasbeenamendcdtomcluden.snbjectmanecofc^s Hand Uft*. 15 
bave .can indicated as aUowab.e). Claim 13 has also been amended to d*» " « ^"T 

^,1. A ^«it rt better clarify the connected between the pairs ol 
AdditionaUy, claim 13 has been amended to better cianry in 

item retainers. 

mi Rejections 

Claims 10, 12, 13 and 18 were rejected under 35 U.S.C 102(b) as anticipated by 

Rakucewicz. Applicant disagrees. 

Assisted above claim tolas been amended to define that me two items bemgvended 
kav. different diameters, Tnere is no disciosure, or suggestion, in Rakucewicz of vending two 

differently sized items. 

Rakucewicz discloses a vending apparent* tha, has me items arranged m vctttcal 
columns, with the lowest product per colunm being vended firs, by gravity. A cradle is formed 
by four cam pairs, two positioned below the tKm to be vended (*d«fi^ and ba* of the Kent) 
and two above theitem to be vended (a, the fton, and back of the item). The item is fed tough 
.ba bottom, from alternating coltunns, whan the cams arc rotated. Tne four cam pairs are dnven 
simultaneously ye, are rotational* ofifse,. Using incremental cam rottmons, the product dmps 
between the cams when the space between the cams allows it 
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There is no disclosure suggestion in the asclos.mr, inclndtag to figures, of 
p^ccwicztotto cam conation disclosed would allow for vending of **~»"* 
^tosumec^ ^^fcfc— "-B — - 

Ralcucewicz, end withdrawal of the rejection is requested. 

As^^c^nhabcon^endedhasbeeo^"^...,^ 

^ 0 f 0^.4^,5(01^ .5haveheenind^a S ^,.,A W Ucan t c 0 »^to 
claim 13 is allowable and withdrawal of me rejection is requested. 

Claims 10, !2, 13, 14 snd 18 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(h) as anticipated by 

Feltrin. Applicant disagrees. 

As stated above, claim 10 has been amended » define mat me two .mrns bemg vended 
have different di.me.ers. There isno disclosure, or suggest, inFeWn of vendmg Wo 

differently sized items. 

Feltrin discloses a vending apparams the. has the tana arnmged m oflset vertical 
^.wimlh.^prodnmperco.emnb^vended^by^.The^haa 

pairs of rocket one pair « the righ. wall of me vertical product column and one par « to left 
wailoftoverticalproducKolumn The product fa deliver^ (dropped) tough bertha Ida 
wall or the righ. wA Rotation of a cam results in oscillation of the rockers such to. to left 

side of to product column is blocked with to right side open for product delivery, or vice versa. 
There is no disclosure or suggestion in to disclosure, including to figures, of Fetan to. 

ft. cam configuration disclosed wonld aUow for vending of different sized items from to same 

column. Atleas. for tose reasons, chums 10 and 12 are no. anticipated by Fetan, and 

withdrawal of me rejection is requested. 

As stated above, claim 13 has been amended has been amended to include the subject 

m atter of claims 14 and 15 (claim 15 have been mdicated as allowable). Applicant contends that 

claim 13 is allowable and withdrawal of the rejection is requested. 

1 03 Rejections 

Claims 10-13 and 16-18 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as unpatentable over 
Sorensen et al. in view of Rakucewizc. Applicant disagrees. 
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Amendment dated April 26, 2005 

Reply to Office Action of March 22, 2005 

Sorensen et al. discloses apparatus and methods for vending products, which can have 
varied shapes and sizes. There is no disclosure or suggestion, however, that the varied shaped 
and sized products are from the same vend queue. There is no suggestion in Rakucewizc of that 
the cam configuration disclosed would allow for vending of different sized items from the same 
column 

As stated above, claim 10 has been amended to define that the two items being vended 
have different diameters. There is no suggestion, in Sorensen et al., Rakucewicz, or their 
combination, of vending two differently sized items from the same vend queue. At least for this 
reason, claims 10-12 are not obvious over Sorensen et al., Rakucewicz, or their combination, and 
withdrawal of the rejection is requested. 

As stated above, claim 13 has been amended has been amended to include the subject 
matter of claims 14 and 15 (claim 15 have been indicated as allowable). Applicant contends that 
claims 13 and 16-18 are allowable and withdrawal of the rejection is requested. 



SUMMARY 

In view of the above amendments and remarks, Applicant respectfully requests a Notice 
of Allowance. If the Examiner believes a telephone conference would advance the prosecution 
of this application, the Examiner is invited to telephone the undersigned at the below-listed 
telephone number. 

Respectfully submitted, 

MERCHANT & GOULD P.C 
P.O. Box 2903 

Minneapolis, Minnesota 55402-0903 
(612) 332^300 



Date: April 26, 2005 



23552 

patent tra^maa* otfks 




s/Jte 



Mara E. Liepa 
Reg. No. 40,066 
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